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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communjcation(s) filed on 04 January 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2,19. 21, 22.23-24 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Levy ( Pub. No.: US 2003/01 12974). 

In regard to claim 1 , Levy provides for generating, for each of the output images, 
the digital watermark (Fig.2 element 102, para. 26), the digital watermark having at least 
one attribute (Para.27 see message symbols), wherein each attribute is a function of a 
variable associated with the attribute (Para.26, note mapping key and carrier key is a 
pseudorandom number that acts as a carrier signal for the message payload), the 
variable being capable of modification from image to Image to produce a different digital 
watermark on each of the output images ; and applying the digital watermark to each 
output image to produce corresponding watermarked images ( Para.40) 

With regard to claims 2 and 24 Levy provides for a method , wherein the 
generating step comprises: generating, for each of the output images, the digital 
watermark, wherein said at least one attribute of the digital watermark is a function of a 
random number ( Para.40). 
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As to claims 19 and 36, Levy provides for repeating generating and applying 
steps a plurality of tinnes for each output image (see last part of Para. 40). 

In regard to claim 21 , Levy provides for applying said watermark to a substantial 
portion of the said output images to produce corresponding watermarked images (see 
Para. 26). 

With regard to claim 22, Levy provides for ensuring that there is overlap from 
infiage to image in the watermarked portions of said watermarked images (see Para. 
34). 

AS to claim 23, see the rejection of claim 1 . It recites similar limitation as claim 1. 
Except for a computer program product (see Para. 64). Hence it is similarly analyzed 
and rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not he obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Levy (US 2003/01 12974) in view of Kanevsky et al. (US 2002/0107750). 

In regard to claim 45, Levy provides for a method, for producing a commercial 

version of the computer program, said commercial version of the computer program 

having a first output file format (Fig.2 element 102, para. 26, also see Para.64); the prior 
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art of Levy does provide for a non-commercial version of the computer program, said 
non-commercial version having a second output file format that cannot be read by said 
commercial version of the computer program, and wherein the output images produced 
by said non-commercial version of the computer program are watermarked with a 
visible watermark, Kanevsky provide for limitation above (Para. 18 note trial or 
demonstration version or sample, further note element 9) unpleasant visual and auditory 
stimulus is produced). The prior art of Levy and Kanevsky are combinable because they 
are from the same field of endeavor (watermarking). At time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill to incorporate the teaching of 
Kanevsky with the system and method of Levy. Because the invention of Kanevsky 
relates to a system for encouraging users to purchase software applications after being 
provided with trail or demonstration versions of samples of the applications. See Para. 
1. 

With regard to claim 46-47. See the rejection of claim 45, note para. 18, further note 
element 9) unpleasant visual and auditory stimulus is produced). 

Objected Claims 

3. Claims 3-18,20, 25-35 and 37-44 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Ali Bayat whose telephone number is 571-272-7444. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM-5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on 571-272-7429. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnatlon Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status inforoiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infornfiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



AliBayat 
Patent Examiner 
Division 2624 
3/14/06 




